Cloud Over a Rising Star 

BCCI Case Puts Altman’s Career at Risk 
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By Sharon Walsh 

Washington Post Staff Writer 



With his venerated law part- 
ner, Clark M. Clifford, in the fore 
and his glamorous television star 
wife, “Wonder Woman” Lynda 
Carter, by his side, Robert A. Alt- 
man was the local boy who made 
good. 

His Potomac mansion is peo- 
pled with white-gloved servants 
and friends from political, legal 
and entertainment circles. It was 
decorated by Georgetown design- 
er Carol Lascaris, who has done 
the palaces of a number of Saudi 
princes, and is filled with posters 
and photographs of Carter, ac- 
cording to some who have been 
guests there. 

His law practice at Clifford & 
Wamke boasts political insiders 
and Fortune 500 companies as 
clients, and for 10 years he has 
headed the largest bank holding 
company in Washington — First 
American Bankshares Inc. 

But the brilliant future that lay 
ahead of this glittering career 
now rests very much with Feder- 
al Reserve Board regulators and 
federal prosecutors in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia who are probing 
his involvement with the Bank of 
Credit and Commerce Interna- 
tional, the shadowy foreign bank 
that was indicted for fraud and 
bribery in New York this week. 

The regulators and prosecu- 
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tors want to know how BCCI se- 
cretly and illegally acquired con- 
trol of First American over the 
explicit opposition of the Federal 
Reserve and the assurances of 
Clifford and Altman that they— 
not BCCI— would run Washing- 
ton’s biggest bank holding com- 
pany. 

Clifford, the chairman of First 
American Bankshares, and Alt- 
man, its president, say that if the 
regulators were deceived, they 
were as well. 

See ALTMAN, A14,CoLl 
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